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BIOCHEMISTRY OF DISEASE. By Meyer Bodansky and Oscar
Bodansky. The Macmillan Co., New York, 1940. 384 pp., $8.
Medical students during the clinical years and practitioners will find the
arrangement of this book particularly to their liking. Under the headings
of organ symptoms or particular diseases, chemical changes are discussed
in so far as they are helpful in treatment or in understanding the physiological
disturbances and symptoms. This makes the book read more like a text-
book of medicine than a treatise on biochemistry. Considerable use of dia-
grams and tables from original articles is made. A bibliography is given for
each chapter. The style is clear and readable.
A work covering as large a field as this is bound to be uneven and inade-
quate in certain sections, but on the whole the authors have done surprisingly
well. One gains the impression that the authors were so determined to keep
the clinical point of view that they made presentation of the subject more
difficult. Important experimental work on animals is often omitted. While
this avoids putting emphasis on results valid for animals that do not necessarily
apply to man, it often leaves out important biochemical contributions to the
understanding of disease. For instance, no mention is made of the evidence
of a disturbance in carbohydrate metabolism in adrenocortical insufficiency-
probably because strikingly low blood sugars are rare in Addison's disease.
Yet with treatment with the compound, desoxycorticosterone, which corrects
renal function, abnormally low blood sugar may appear.
DANIEL C. DARROW.
PNEUMOCONIOSIS (SILICOSIS): THE STORY OF DUSTY LUNGS.
By Lewis Gregory Cole and William Gregory Cole. Published by
John B. Pierce Foundation, New York, 1940. 100 pp., $1.
In this volume the authors present their observations of a group of pneu-
moconiotic lungs and the conclusions based thereon. Their main argument
is presented in the first 52 pages; the remainder of the volume consists of
two reprints of earlier work on the subject by the same authors. Their
statement that "Many of the conclusions herein recorded concerning the
scientific aspects of the disease-its etiology, pathogenesis, pathology and
roentgenology, as well as its social, economic and legal aspects, are not in
accord with accepted ideas" is endorsed by this reviewer. The term silicosis
is used in the title but discredited in the text, and great emphasis is placed on
the finding of dust particles which the authors divide into "white" or "black"
according to their appearance when viewed by polarized light.602 YALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE
The concepts of pulmonary anatomy and physiology, and the interpreta-
tions of the pathologic findings in pneumoconiosis are highly original. The
stated intention of maintaining an unbiased outlook by omitting a careful study
of the literature on the subject is also reflected in the meager bibliography.
R. M. THOMAS.
THE HYPOTHALAMUS AND CENTRAL LEVELS OF AuTONQMIC
FUNCTION. Research Publications of the Association for Research
in Nervous and Mental Disease. Volume 20. By various authors.
The Williams & Wilkins Company, Baltimore, 1940. xxx + 980
pp.,$10.
The annual publication of the Proceedings of the Association for Research
in Nervous and Mental Disease is always an event of considerable importance
to those interested in the nervous system. The present volume, the twentieth
in this series, will undoubtedly remain the outstanding basic reference book
on the hypothalamus for many years to come. The editorial board, composed
of John F. Fulton, S. Walter Ranson, and Angus M. Frantz, is to be con-
gratulated on the arrangement of the subject matter, the selection of authors,
and the speed of publication. It is perhaps not inappropriate that this
volume on the hypothalamus should be published at a time when a con-
siderable portion of the world appears to be living close to th-e hypothalamic
level.
The volume is introduced by an historical resume by J. F. Fulton in
which Friolich's original text, describing the adiposogenital syndrome, is
reprinted. The following 319 pages are devoted to nine articles on the
anatomy of the hypothalamus. This part is introduced by an excellent precis
of preoptic, hypothalamic, and hypophysial terminology with atlas. This
standardization of terminology, which is followed in all the individual articles,
is particularly welcome to those who have attempted to correlate the diverse
anatomic terminology used in the past. The anatomical section includes
embryology, comparative anatomy, projection system, and angio-architecture
of the hypothalamus.
Part two is devoted to the physiology of the hypothalamus and covers
362 pages. The subjects of discussion include cardiovascular regulation,
body temperature, water metabolism, carbohydrate and fat metabolism, the
relation of the hypothalamus to anterior pituitary function, gastro-intestinal
regulation, and sleep.
The final section is a clinical symposium on the hypothalamus with dis-
cussion of hypothalamic changes in organic disease, personality and emotional
disorders associated with hypothalamic lesions, disturbances of temperature
regulation, and surgical and medical aspects of the hypothalamus. Each
individual article throughout the volume contains an ample reference bibliog-